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THE I regret that it is not in my power to make known to vou J any-Americ-
an citizen engaged in the prosecution of law ful I

an equally satisfactory conclusion in the case of the Caroline j Commerce, may have experienced at the hand of her cruisers,
steamer, with the circumstances connected with the destruc or oiner nuouc autnorities. 1 his government, at the same

time, will relax no effort to prevent its citizens, if there be anvtion of which, in December, 1837, by an armed force fitted
out in tiio Province of Upper Canada, you are already, made so disposed, from prosecuting a trafhc so revolting to the feel
acquainted. No such atonement as was due for the public ings of humanity. It seeks to do more than to protect the fait
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and honest trader from molestation and injurv; but while thewrong done to the United States by this invasion of her terri
torv, so wholly inconsistent with her rights asan independent enterprising .Manner, engaged m the pursuit of an honorable

trade, rs entitled to its protection, it will visit with a condijrnpower, lias vet been nmue. mine viewtawn oy mis ejovern- -

men, the inquiry whether the vessel was in the employment ! punishment, others of an opposite character.
I invite your attention to existing laws for the suppressionof those who werep.osecuting an unauthorized war against

that'Piovi'nce, or was engaged bv the owner in the businessoffice,
, jy? pai now ij ui aauiiRuuv u irspousru e iJiime miown.

yttCttCVS addressed to the IvJttor, on business with thi
mijt be not paid to secure altent;on. .

Tj-Cas-
li must ba paid for all JOH WORI done at this

as soou as delivered.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

of transporting passengers to and from Navy Island in hopes
of private gain, which was most probably the case, in no de-

gree alters the real qestion at issue between the two govern-
ments. This government can never concede to any foreign
government the power, except in case of iho most urgent and
extreme necessity, of invading its territory, either to arrest the
persons or destioy the properly of those who may have vio-

lated the municipal laws of such foreign government, or have
disregarded their obligations arising under the law of nations.
The territory of the United 'States must be regarded as sacred-
ly secure against all such invasion?, until they shall volunta-

rily acknowh dge their inability to acquit themselves of their
duties toothers. And in announcing this sentiment, I do but
afiinn a principle which no nation on earth would be more

that it is hoped, the unequivocal tokens cf the spirit !;
ward.3 us, which an adjustment ofthe atfairs referred u ncul 1

afford, will be given without lorthcr avoUjlle delay.
The war with the Indian tribes on the pcainsuU cf FIcn I

has, during the last summer and fall, been prcsrcuv.i vrr h un-

tiring activity and zeal. A summer campaign was rrsclvid
upon, as tho best mode of bringing it to a tbss. Our In-.-officer- s

and men who have been engaged in that $;rvL--- , hir,
suffered toils and privation?, and exhibited aa tr.erjy. w

in anv ether war. would have won for them unfaiia - ! 1

Indespite ofthe sickness incident to the clirr.ate.they i. im-

penetrated the fastnesses of the li.iian, brokm up their ir.
campmenls, and harrassed them unceas n gly. Na:nler hue
been captured, and still greater numbers hive nuztfJitc !.

and have been transported to join their bretr em ca th? hr. !

elsewhere allotted to them by thc Gorem!nfR an I t :ron i
hope is cnteitainrd that, under the conduct cf the ci!:.::;. c :;-c- er

at the head ofthe troops in Florida, that trcilloomc zr. I

expensive war is destined to a speeJy terrain itia. With s'l
the other Indian tribes, weare enjoying the lickings of f.:c.
Our duty, as well as our best interests, promj t us tjcl?er-- .
in all our intercourse with them, fidelity in fjlluling o :r en-

gagements, the practice of strict justice, as well is the ccajtir.:
exercise of acts of benevolence and kin Jness. The;? are thc
great instruments of civilization, and through th u cf th-- i i

a'one, can the untutored child ofthe forest le iu ! iced l.;t-- a

to its teachings.
Tho Secretary of the State, ou whomth eacts oi C;nt

have devolved "the duty of directing the procc-d.a- s r-- r th-takin- g

of the 0th Ct nsu?, or enumerations ef the ir.b --

of the United States, will report to the! wo Hou.-t-? tl.t pri-
oress of that worlc The enumeration of rvrsons !.i i a
completed, and exhibits a grand total of 1 7 0 V.'. 1 13 . :n ik :.r. g a

increase over thc Census of 1630, of .-JUi, i i s!.J :M.
and showing a gain in a iatb exceeding l- - - j . r o i;t t r

the last ten years.
From the'report ofthe Secretary of th Trei? iry, v4 will

be informed of the condition of the finances. The lul.m :c :.i

thc Treasury on the first of January last, as d ia tic re-

port ofthe Secretary ofthe Treasury, stiluvttcd to C thre-
at thc Extra Session, was .37,3 r,03 Th ri ci;;s i:.

thc Treasury, duiing the first three qu irters of thi yea. fre::i

ofthe African slave-trad- e, and recommend all such alterations,
as may give to them greater force and efficacy. That thc
American flag is grossly abused by the abandoned and profli-
gate of other na'.ions, is but too probable. Congress has, not
long since, had this subject under its consideration, and its im-

portance well jjstifics renewed and anxious attention.
I also communicate herewith the copy of a correspondence

between Mr. Stevenson and Lord Palmerston, upon thc sub-
ject so interesting to several of the southern stites, ofthe rice
duties, which resulted honorably to the justice of Great Brit-
ain, and advantageously to the United States.

At the opening of the last annual session, the President in-

formed Congress of the progress which had then been made
in negotiating a convention betweea this government and that
of England, with a view to the final settlement ofthe question
of the boundary between the territorial limits of the two coun-
tries.' I regret to say, that little further advancement ofthe
object has beeii accomplished since last year; but this is ow-
ing to circumstances no way indicative ofany abatement, of
the desire of both parties to hasten the negotiation to its con-
clusion, and to settle the question in dispute, as early as possi-
ble. In the course ofthe session, it is my hope to be able to
announce some farther degree of progress, towards the accom-
plishment of this highly desirable end.

The commission appointed by this government for the ex- -

readv to vindicate at all hazards, than, the people and govern

To ime Senate and House or JIepkesentatives of
the United States.
Incoming together, fellow-citizen- s, to enter again upon the

discharge of the duties with which the People have charged
us, severally, we find great occasion to rejoice in the general
prosperity of the country. We arc. in the enjoyment of i vi 1

and religious liberty, with unexampled means of education,
knowledge, and improvement. Through the year which is
now drawing to a close, peace has been in our boiders, and
plenty in our habitations; and although disease has visited
some few portions of the land with distress and mortality, yet
in general the health of the People has been preserved, and
we are called upon, by the highest obligations of duty, to re
new our thanks and our devotion to our Heavenly Parent, who
has continued to vouchsafe to us the eminent blessings which
surround us, and who has so signally crowned the year with
his goodness. If we find ourselves increasing, beyond ' ex-

ample in numbers, in strength, in wealth, in knowledge, in
every thing which promotes human and social happiness let
us ever remember our dependence, forall these, on the protec

ment of Great Biitain.
If, ipon a full investigation ofall the facts, it shall appear

that the owner of the Caroline was governed by a hostile in-

tent, or had made common cause with those who were in the
occupancy of Navy Island, then so far as he is concerned,
there can bo no claim to indemnity for the destruction of his
boat, which this Government would feel itself bound to pros-- -

secuter-tsinc- e he would have acted riot only in derogation of

ploration and survey ofthe lino of boundary separating thc
the rights of Great Britain, but in clear violation of the laws
of the United States; but this is a question which, however
settltd, in no manner involves thc high consideration of the
violalion of territorial sovereignty and jurisdiction. To

its an adnrrssible practice that each government," in
itslurn, upon any sudden and unauthorized outbreak, which,
on a frontier, the extent of which: tenders it impossible for
either to have an efficient force on every mile of it, and which
outbreak, therefore, neither may be able to suppress in a day,
may take vengeance into its own hands, and without even a
remonstrance, and in the absence f any pressing orover-rulin- g

necessity, may invade thetetri.ory of the other, would
inevitably lead to results equally to be deplored by both:
When border collision come to receive the sanction, or tc be

all source?, amount to iJ.-lur.Ojirr- i. I iicrsmu'.ci rcct.4 :

for the fourth quailer. amount to j.y l--
.O'.' -- . am.? mtiaj

to 830,110,107 77; and making, with the ti lance ta th
Treasury, on the first of January last,6 3l.3'.7."il'i tr Th- -

tures for the first three quitters ot tats year, a.acuu:expendi

tion and merciful dispensations of Divine providence.
Since your last adjournment, Alexander McLeod, a British

subject, who was-indicte- for the murder of an American
citizen, and whose case 1ns been the subject of a correspon-
dence heretofore communicated to yon, h-i- been acquitted by
the verdict of an impartial and intelligent jury, and has under
the judgment of the Court, been regularly discharged.

Ore-i- t Biituin having made kown to this Government that
the expedition which was fitted out from Canada for the des-

truction of the steamboat Caroline, in the winter of 1837, and
which resulted in the destruction of said boat, and in the death
of an American citizen, was undertaken by orders emanating
bom the authorities of the British Government, in Canada
and demanding the discharge ofM'Leod upon the gfourkH-fw-

if mgnged in that expedition, he did but fulfil the orders ofhis
Government, has been answered in the only way in which
she could be answered by a Government, the powers of which

States of Maine and New Hampshire from the conterminous
Biitish provinces is, it is believed, about to close its field labors,
and it is expected soon to report the results of its examinations
to the Department of State. The report, when received, will
be laid before Congress '

Thc failure on the part of Spain tor pay., with punctuality,
the iuterest due under the Convention of 1S34, for thc settle-
ment of ciaiths between the two countries; has made it the duty
of the Executive to call the particular attention of that govern
nient to the suoject. A disposition has been manifested by it,
which is believed to be entirely sincere to fulfil it? obligations,
in this respect, so soon as its internal condition and the state
ofits finances will permit. An arrangement is in progress,
from the result of which, it Is trusted that those of our citizens
who hav cbims under; the Convention, will, at nodistant day,
receive the stipulated payments. - .

A treaty of Commerce and Navigation with Belgium was
concluded and s'gned at Waskingtoh on the 29th March, 1810,
and was duly sanctioned by the Senate of the U. S. The trea-
ty was ratified by His Belgian Majesty, but did not receive
the time limited by its terms, and has, theiefore, become void.

This occurrence assumes the graver aspect from thc con-

sideration that, in. 1833, a treaty was negotiated between the
two governments, and ratified on the part of Belgium. The
representative of that government, at Washington, informs the
Department of State that he has been instructed to give expla-
nations of the causes which occasioned delay in thc approval
of the late treaty by the Legislature, and to express the l egret
ofthe King at the occurrence.

made the authority of either Government, general war must
be the inevitable result. While it is the ardent desireof the
United States cultivate the relations of peace with all na-

tions. ai;d to fulfil all the duties good neighborhood towards
those who possess territories adjoining their own, that very

to 6:3 l,734.3Ki DO.'
Thc expenditures for the fourth quarter, a itr.rnt.d. nul

amount U 87,290,721 73 thus making a utal o! - --A':".
070 70; and leaving a deficit to be provided fjr, en thc t.ut c:
January next, of about 827.5."7 VO.

Of thc loan of 12,000,000 which wjs authorial ly C

at its late session, only 8. 132,720 f ive ln
negotiated. The shortness of time which it lui to r?;u. h is
presented no inconsiderable impediment in the way of its ng

taken by capitalists at home, while the same ca-ii- J vti! I

have operated with much greater force ia th foreign nmke-t-.

For that reason the foreign market has nw-- t lca rsrtcJ u,
and it is now submitted, whether it would nt br a! vis it!,-- :

amend the law by making what remains undisposed vt p ijf-ab-
le

at a more distant day.
Should it be necessary, in any view that Congress tuv uk

ofthe subject, to revise the existing taritfof duties, I W; ! ic
to say, that, in the performance of that most d- - li.ate c; c:a'..-(- t.

moderate counsels would s;cm to b-'th- e wise!. The go cm

desire would lead them to deny thc right of any foreign power
to invade their boundary with an armed force. Thc corres-
pondence between the two Governmen's on this subject, will,
at a future day of your session, be submitted to your consider-

ation; and in the mean time, I cannot but indulge the hope
that the British Government will oee the propriety of renounc-
ing, as a rule of future action, the precedent which has been
set them in the affair at Schlosser,

I herewith submit the correspondence which has recently
t tk-p-n nl icr hrtween the American Minister at the Court of

are distributed among its several departments by the funda-
mental law. Happily for the people of Great Britain, as well
as those of the United States, the only mode by which an in-

dividual, arraigned for a criminal offence, before the courts
of either can obtain his di charge, is by the independent action
of the judiciary, and by proceedings equally familiar to the
couitsofboth countries.

If in Great Britain a power exists in the Crown to cause
to be entered a nolle prosequi, which is not the case
with the Executive power of the United States upon a
prosecution pending in a State court: yet lhcrr,no more than
ficrr, can the Executive power rescue a prisoner from custody
without an orderof the proper tribunal directing hisdischarge.
The precise stage of the proceedings at which such order may
be made, is a matter of municipal regulation exclusively, and

ment, under which it is our Lappin ss to live, owes its cu-'- . ucc
St. Junes, Mr. Stevenson, and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of that Government, on the right claimed by that Gov-

ernment to visit and detain vessels sailing under the Amerir
can flag and engaged in prosecuting lawful commerce in the
African seas. Or commercial lutercsts in that region have

The joint commission under the Convention with Texas, to
ascertain the true boundary between the two countries, has to the spintol comnromis3 wiucti nrcvaueu arnon i'3 iranicts

exnerienced considerable increase, and have become an object
of much importance, and it is the duty of this Government to

protect them against all improper and vexatious interruptions.
However desirous the United States may be for the suppres-

sion of the slave trade they cannot consent to interpolations
into the maritine code, at the mere will and pleasure of other
Govprnments. We deny the right of any such interpolation

ofthe Earth, without our consent:to any one, or all the names
We claim to have a voice in all amendments or alterations of

jarring and discordant opinions coulJ only hne tci
reconciled by that noble spirit cf patriotism which prerr.tnl
conciliation, and resulted iu harmony. In the sar.:e spnt
thc compromise bill, as it is commonly called, was aij ted at
the session of 1833. While the people of i:o portion cf the
Union will ever hesitate to pay all necessary tatti fu: tS.e

support of government, yet aii innate repugnance ti st ta
imposition of burthens not really necessary far thai oVjvct

In imposing duties, however, far the purges of retcnsK. a
right to discriminate as to the articles on which the d ity sLail
beIaid, as well as the amount, necessarily an 1 men j o:x rly
exis'.s. Otherwise the government would le pbctd m the
condition of having to levy the same duties upon all article,
tho productive as well as the unproductive. Thc shghies. du-

ty upon some might have thc tlfectof causing their importa-
tion to cease, where as others entering citen;ivily ia-oth-

u

consumption of the country, might bear lha heavier'., v,i:hcut
any sensible diminution in the amount imported.

So also the Government may be justttkxl in so discrimku-ting- ,

by reference to other considerations of domestic jtiT
connected with our manufactures. So long as the daties sbal
be laid with distinct rcfeience to thc wants cf the T.caji'v. ca
well founded objection can exist against them. It inight l-- a

esteemed desirable that no such argumentation cf the uies
should take place as wouldhave the effect of annulling the
land proceeds distribution act cf the last scssioa, which act is
declared to be inoperative the rncmeiitthe d-t-

ics are iccrtarcd
beyond 20 per cent , the maximum rattttuVusiudhy tne Cc.-a--

concluded its labors; but the final report of thc commission of

the U. S. has not been received. It is understood, however,
that the meridian line, as traced by the commission, lies some-

what farther East than the position hitherto generally assign-

ed to it, and consequently includes in Texas some part ofthe
territory which had been consideied as belonging to the States
of Louisiana and Arkansas.

The U.S. cannot but take a deep interest in whatever re-

lates to the young but growing Republic. Settled principally
by emigrants from the. United States, we have the happiness
to know that the great principles of civil liberty are there
destined to flourish, under wise institutions and wholesome
laws; and that, through its example, another evidence is to be
afforded of the capacity of popular institutions, to advance thc
prosperity, happiness, and permanent glory of the human
race. The great truth, that government was made for the
people, and not the people for the government, has already
been established in the practice and by the example of these
United States; and we can do no other than contemplate its
further exemplification by a sister Republic, with the deepest
interest.

Our relations with the independent States of this hemis-

phere, formerly under the dominion of Spain, have not under-

gone any material change within the past year. The inces-

sant sanguinary conflicts in, or between those countries, are
to be greatly deplored, as necessarily tending to disable them
from performing their duties as members of the community
of nations, and risinrr to the destiny which the position and

that code; and when we are given to understand as in mis in-

stance, by a foreign Government, that its treaties with other
nations cannot be executed without the establishment and

enforcement of new principles of maritine police, to be ap-

plied without our consent, we must employ a language nei-

ther of equivocal import, or susceptible of misconstruction.

Imerican citizens prosecuting a lawful commerce in the

African seas, under the flag of that country, are not responsi-

ble for the abuse or unlawful use ofthe flag by others; nor

can they rightfully on account ofany such alledged abuses,

be interrupted, molested or detained while on the ocean; and

if thus molested and detained, while pursuing honest voyages,

in the usual way, arid violating no law themselves, they are
unquestionably entitled to indemnity.

This government has manifested its repugnance to the slave

trade in a manner which cannot be misunderstood. By its

fundamental law, it prescribed limits in PVof "mc to ite con-tinuanc- e.

and against its own citizens, who might so far fcfr-rr- ct

the rights of humanity as to engage ini that wicked kraffic.
ft has long since, by its municipal laws, denounced the most

punishment Many ofthe States composing this Un-fo- n

made appeals to the civilized world for its suppress--r fonV before the moral sense of other nations had become
rockedV the iniquities ofthe traffic Whether this govern--

into treaties containing mutual
nent should now enter

upon this subject, is a question. tfxAm
for its mature

American
delibera-ltion- s

ships

not to be complained of by any other Government,
In crises of this kind, a Government becomes politically

responsible only when its tribunals of last resort are shown to
have rendered unjust and injurious judgments in. matters not
doubtful. To the establishment and elucidation of this prin-
ciple, no nation has lent its authority more efficiently ihin
Great Britain. Alexander McLeod having his option either
to prosecute a writ of error from the decision of the Supreme
Court of New York, which had been rendered upon his ap-
plication for a discharge, to the Supreme Court of the United
States, or to submit his case to the decision ofa Jury, preferred
the latter, deeming it the readiest mole of obtaining his liber-
ation, and the result has fully sustained the wisdom-o- f his
choice. The manner in, which the issue submitted was tried,
ylil satisfy the English Government that the principles of jus-

tice will never fail to crovernthe enlightened decision of an
American tribunal. I cannot fail, however, to suggest to
Congress the propriety, and in some degree, the necessity, of
making such provisions by law, so far as they may constitu-
tionally do so, for the removal, at their commencement, and at
ineopuonoftheparty.of all such cases as may hereafter

-- arise, and which may involve the faithful observance and ex-
ecution of our international obligations, from the State to the
bcderal Judiciary. This Government, by our institutions, is
charged with the maintainance of peace, and the preservation
of amicable relations with the nations of the earth, and ought
to i possess, without question all reasonable and proper meansor maintaining the one and preserving the other. Whilst just
confidence is felt in the judiciarv of the States, yet this Gbv- -

.l?61? Suslntke competent" itself e fulfilment of
the nigh duties which have been devolved upon it under the
organic law, by the States themselves.

In the month of September, a party of armed men from
Lpper Canada invaded the territory of the United States, and
forcibly seized upon the person of one Grogan, and, under
circumstances of great harshness, hurriedly carried him be-
yond the limits of the United States, and delivered him up
tothe authorities of Upper Canada. His immediate dis-
charge was ordered by these authorities, upon the facts of the
case being brought to their knowledge a course of proceed-ur- e

which was to have been expected from a nation with
?mrTV are at Pcace an which was not more due to rights

f United States, than to its own regard for. justice. The
correspondence which passed between the Department of
State, and the British Envoy, Mr- - For, and with the Govern--
OT.ycrmom as soon as thc facts had been maJe knovn to
this Department, are herewith communicated. '

promise act, wnicn wa: go into etieci on me oaauiy oj
next, may, however, be round exceelingly mcsareauci in
practice, under any regulations that Congress may ai?ft-- I

refer more particularly to that relating t3 the fco.-a-i raliioibc.
--A difference in value of the sameaiticles ta some exttr. ri;;

natural resources of many of them might lead them justly to
anticipate, as constantly giving occasions, also, directly or ly,

for complaints on tho part of our citizens who resorts
hither for pu rporses of commercial intercorse, and as retarding
reparation for wrongs already commuted, some of which are
by no means of recent date.

The failure of the Congress of Ecuador to hold a session,
at the time appointed for that parposc, in January last will
probably render abortive a treaty of commerce with that
Republic, which was signed at Quito on the 13th of Jane,
1839. and had been duly ratified on our --part, but which re

u is. xuai u iuc u"'o "- -tion. Vadium -

the of a necessity forpleathe high seas can bejustified onon
quired the approbation of that body; prior to its ratification
bv the Ecuadorian Executive. - ,

necessarily, exut at different ports tut that is ahojer in-

significant, when compared with the conSicis ia ralimioa.
which are likely to arise, from thc differences ia ojialca

the numerous appraisers cf merchandise.
In many instances the estimates of value inust be ecsjecti-red- ,

and thus as many different rates cf vales may estab-
lished as there are appraisers. These differences ia raWitioa
may also be increased by the inclination, which, withost itt
slightest imputation on their henesty, may arise ca the part cf
the appraisers in favor of their respective pens cf entry. X

recommend this wholesubjtct to the consideraticacf Congress,
with a single additional remark. Certainty anl permanency
in any system cf government pohy are. ia all riii ecti. em:
nently desirable; but more particularly is lLij true in ail tha:
effects trade and commerce, the optratians of which depend
more on the certainty of th ir r'.turn, an i calcuh..

such detention, arising out ofthe existence or ireu

other nationsthe same plea may be extended j-larg-
ed

bv the ofnew treaties, to which the S may
partyf This government will not cease to urge up-

on
not be a for all

that of Great Britain, full and ample remuneration
arising from detention or otherwise, to which

rSSiM cUize'ns ha?e heretofore been, ...or may
A...nm.ntran.

hereafter be

A Convention which has been concluded with the Republic
of Peru, providing for the seulement of certain claims ofciti-

zens ofthe U. S., upon the Government of that Republic, will
be duly submitted to the Senate.

i ne claims oi our citizens against uie uraiuiau wu.ti u- -

rnent, originating from captures, and other causes, are stillWrted bv the exercise oi ngms wu.u .
V :

and pr.pen Nor will I laaulge a
exercise asnot Britain will con- - unsatisfied. The U. 55. have, nowever, so uniiorraiy snown a

t Scn oss. which disposition. .0 cuhiv.te relations of amity with that Epc,


